The Children’s Book Bank

350 Berkeley Street
Toronto M5A 2G1

Dear [insert name of School/ Guild Rep/Community Organization Rep]

The Children’s Book Bank is a charitable organization whose mission is to provide gently used books and literacy support to the children of low- income families in Canada.  Located at its first neighbourhood site in Toronto at 350 Berkeley Street, The Children’s Book Bank is aimed at children up to Grade Six and operates like a children’s bookstore, though the books are available to the children free of charge.  In addition to supplying free books to the children, The Children’s Book Bank offers informal literacy support such as readings and story hours.    

The inventory of The Children’s Book Bank primarily consists of gently used children’s books for children up to grade six.  We are appealing to communities in Toronto to help us maintain our inventory of books by donating gently used children’s books.  We are writing you to ask you to consider running a book drive or other book collection project at your school or organization. 

Enclosed with this package are some materials that will help you to understand The Children’s Book Bank and how to run a book drive:

1. A Brief Description of The Children’s Book Bank;

2. A Guide to Running a Successful Book Drive;

3. A Sample letter or e mail to forward to families in your community;

4. A sample letter or e mail to forward to staff at your school.

In our experience, community book drives are a positive experience for all concerned.  They provide a responsible destination for the many children’s books that families have outgrown, they support literacy for children who are desperately in need of support, they reduce the number of books that end up in landfill and they teach our children an important lesson about the sharing of community resources.

We hope that your community will help us to support The Children’s Book Bank. If you have any questions or if your school is interested in running a drive or other book collection activity, please contact us.  Thank you and Happy Reading!!

Yours truly,

Kim Beatty, Founder and Executive Director, The Children’s Book Bank

info@childrensbookbank.com

