The Children’s Book Bank

The Children’s Book Bank is a charitable organization whose mission is to provide gently used books and literacy support to the children of low- income families in Canada.  The Book Bank’s first location is 350 Berkeley Street in Toronto.  It is aimed at children up to Grade Six and operates like a children’s bookstore though the books are available to the children free of charge.  In addition, The Children’s Book Bank offers informal literacy support services such as story hours and readings.

The majority of the inventory of The Children’s Book Bank is recycled and gently used children’s books.  The books are collected through school-based and community organization drives.  In addition, gently used books are acquired through community fairs and sales, library donations and through other community-based organizations looking for a destination for donated children’s books.  The Children’s Book Bank also welcomes donations of new books from retailers and book publishers.

The Children’s Book Bank draws its clientele through local public schools, the local branch of the public library and local community service organizations.  In addition, it has built and continues to build strategic partnerships with other community based literacy programs to ensure that its services complement existing literacy initiatives.

The Vision of The Children’s Book Bank is that children in lower income families in Canada will have the same opportunities to own their own books and to receive literacy support as have more fortunate children.  In addition, it is hoped that by providing a destination for the many children’s books which families outgrow, The Children’s Book Bank will encourage a spirit of community sharing that will benefit all members of our community and our environment.

For more information on The Children’s Book Bank, contact Kim Beatty at info@childrensbookbank.com or visit our website at www.childrensbookbank.com
